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Synopsis

Immigration, Ethnicity, and National Identity in Brazil, 1808 to the Present examines the immigration
to Brazil of millions of Europeans, Asians, and Middle Easterners beginning in the nineteenth
century. Jeffrey Lesser analyzes how these newcomers and their descendents adapted to their new
country and how national identity was formed as they became Brazilians along with their children
and grandchildren. Lesser argues that immigration cannot be divorced from broader patterns of
Brazilian race relations, as most immigrants settled in the decades surrounding the final abolition of
slavery in 1888 and their experiences were deeply conditioned by ideas of race and ethnicity formed
long before their arrival. This broad exploration of the relationships between immigration, ethnicity,

and nation allows for analysis of one of the most vexing areas of Brazilian study: identity.
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Customer Reviews

"This book is accessible enough for the general reader, though the best use will be in an
undergraduate course on Brazilian history or a course on race and ethnicity in Brazil or Latin

America more broadly." Colonial Latin American Historical Review

Immigration, Ethnicity, and National Identity in Brazil, 1808 to the Present examines the immigration
to Brazil of millions of Europeans, Asians, and Middle Easterners beginning in the nineteenth

century. Jeffrey Lesser analyzes how these newcomers and their descendents adapted to their new



country and how national identity was formed as they became Brazilians along with their children

and grandchildren.

A beautifully written book about the relationship between immigration, ethnicity and national identity
in Brazil by an astute observer of Brazilian history. The historical sweep of the book is impressive
and its incorporation of the immigrant experience to the process of making brazilianness is

insightful.

Great book that helped me a lot with my research project here in Fortaleza.

Got it on time, as promised.
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